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USS NASSAU (LHA-4) |
FPO NEW YORK 09557 IN REPLY REFER TO:
30 September 1980

Dear Fémily and Friends of NASSAU,

¥ ; During these last .six weeks since relieving Rear

i Admiral Kearns, I have been busy learning about NASSAU and
getting a grasp of the technical aspects of the shipyard
work going on all through the ship. 1It's time now for me
to give you a brief report on my first impressions and bring
you up to date on how we stand today and what I expect to
see happening in the months ahead.

First let me say that no ship in which I've served has
ever impressed me as much as has NASSAU in these first weeks.
Her capabilities and the professionalism of her crew are in-
deed overwhelming. Those of you reading this who have
fol lowed NASSAU's progress since commissioning already know
of her reputation. For those of you who have only recently
joined the "family", I feel certain that you will be as im-
pressed in the months ahead as I have been.

The 15th of October will mark the mid-point of our stay
in the Norfolk Naval Shipyard. As of today, I see excellent
progress in almost all of the jobs assigned both to the ship-
yard and to the crew. The modification to the berthing
spaces to provide for more individual privacy will be essen-
tially completed in the next 30 days.The huge job of
modi fying our Engineering propulsion system will be completed
by the first of December. The extensive modification through-
out the ship that will give us an Aircraft Carrier's capa-
bilities for the repair and support of helicopters and
verticle take-off and landing (VSTOL) jets will continue past
the holiday season but will be wrapped up easily by the first
of March. In short, I don't see any reason at this point to
be concerned about extension in the shipyard. My prediction
is that we'll be ready for sea trials in late February and
will be ready to move back to the Naval Base piers on
March. 15th.

While the schedule after this yard period will not be
fully "set in concrete" until January, the following is what
I think we can expect:

15 March - 15 April: Inport for training and loadout.
Possibility of short underway periods for ammo and fuel
loading and for equipment checkouts. No family separa-
tion,

15 April - 15 May: Workday (Mon-Fri) underway training
in the local area. Inport on weekends.







